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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER/FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 . 1 36(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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Disposition of Claims 

4) ^ Claim(s) 1-32 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) Q Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) E3 Claim(s) 1-32 is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) Q Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) D The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)D accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Examiner 's Note 

1 . The Examiner has tried to contact applicants' sole representative of record, namely 
(Russell Gross), via telephone on July 5, 2007 to resolve the 35 USC 1 12 issues. The Examiner 
was unable to resolve the issues because Mr. Gross no longer represents the applicants' in the 
instant application. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

2. The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and process of making 
and using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any person skilled in the art to which it 
pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and use the same and shall set forth the best mode 
contemplated by the inventor of carrying out his invention. 

3. Claim 26 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, first paragraph, as based on a disclosure which 
is not enabling, "representation of a volume of interest located within a multi-dimensional data 
set" is critical or essential to the practice of the invention, but not included in the claim(s) is not 
enabled by the disclosure. See In re Mayhew, 527 F.2d 1229, 188 USPQ 356 (CCPA 1976). 
The volume of interest is not provided directly as a single data. It is portion of the data located 
within the three-dimensional data set as illustrated in Figure 4 of the drawings. 

Since claims 27-32 directly or indirectly depend on claim 26, they are also rejected under 
U.S.C. 1 12, first paragraph, for the same reason set forth above for claim 26. 

4. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

5. Claims 1 and are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being indefinite for 
failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as 
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the invention. Claim 1 recites the limitation ". . generate a face plate, . . . applying the face plate 
to the multi-dimensional data set". It is unclear whether the generated faceplate or associating a 
set of pixels with a faceplate is defined as a function or information of the structure of interest. 
Does the system automatically knows what kind of information is the face plate comprised of? It 
is also unclear what is being accomplished by applying the faceplate to the multi-dimensional 
data set. Likewise, a similar or analogous variation of this feature also occurs in claims 13, 21, 
and 26. Please clarify. 

Since claims 2-12, 14-20, 22-25, and 27-32 depend on claims 1, 13, 21, and 26 
respectively, they are also rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, for the same reason 
set forth above for claims 1, 13,21, and 26. 

Conclusion 

6. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. US Patent Numbers: 6297799 and 6664961 ; US Patent Application Publication 
Number 2002/0165689; and publications to: Lee, et al "User-friendly Environment for Virtual 
Endoscopy", and Vilanova, et al "VIREN: A Virtual Endoscopy System". 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to DANIEL G. MARIAM whose telephone number is 571-272- 
7394. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F (7:00-4:30). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, MATTHEW BELLA can be reached on 571-272-7778. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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